EMERGING THREATS

Newsletter

Emerging Threats to Infants and Children

STIAWARENESS: CONGENITAL SYPHILIS

Congenital Syphilis has been increasing across the United States. It occurs
when a pregnant woman has syphilis, and the infection passes to the baby

via the placenta during pregnancy or through exposure to an infected
lesion at the time of delivery. The infection can be transmitted more than
once during pregnancy if the pregnant woman is re-exposed to an
untreated partner. Without proper treatment congenital Syphilis can lead
to serious health problems. Early testing and timely treatment are critical.

To address this emerging threat, AAP chapters from Arizona and Arkansas
along with their respective CDC Surveillance for Emerging Threats to
(SET-NET)
Department of Health Services and the Arkansas Department of Health

Mothers and Babies Network sites from the Arizona

have partnered to increase awareness and education in their states.

Through these collaborative initiatives, teams developed clinician- and
family-focused resources, including social media graphics, educational
handouts, podcasts, webinars, and webpages for enduring access. Teams
reported positive outcomes from these partnerships, including expanded
professional networks and a broader reach of congenital syphilis
prevention messaging.

Arkansas Congenital Syphilis Resource Page ; Arizona AAP: ID Training
Center

FEATURED NEWS
STI Awareness Week: Campaign Resources
This STI Awareness week, utilize CDC's communication resources and AAP’s

Congenital Syphilis Toolkit to increase awareness and education around
sexually transmitted infections. Learn more about screening, testing and
treatment recommendations with AAP’s interactive Congenital Syphilis

Evaluation and Treatment Guide.
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AAP NEWS: Congenital Syphilis

New findings from CDC scientists available here show one
in three infants most likely to have congenital syphilis do
not receive a full course of treatment, and only 30% of
infants with a reactive blood test at birth received the

recommended follow-up testing the first few months after
birth. The AAP updated its resources on congenital syphilis
and created a new clinician toolkit; access it here.
o Formore information regarding Bicillin® L-A shortage
visit: https://www.cdc.gov/nchhstp/director-
letters/bicillin-update.html

Resources Available to Support Collaboration to

Promote Child Development and Language Acquisition

The American Academy of Pediatrics Early Hearing
Detection and Intervention Provider Education Center
(EHDI PEC) recently published recorded didactic sessions
from a 6-part Extension of Community Health Outcomes
(ECHO) project hosted in 2025/2026. Sessions are focused
on supporting collaboration across providers within the
EHDI system to promote optimal child development and
language acquisition. Session topics include understanding
the role of an audiologist, making effective referrals, caring
for D/HH children with co-occurring conditions, and
strengthening partnerships with early intervention systems
for better outcomes.
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Clearing the Haze:

fannabis Use in Pregnancy and Long-Term
putcomes (4/20 Clinical Update)
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New Educational Opportunity from MothertoBaby:
Cannabis Use in Pregnancy and Breastfeeding: What
Healthcare Providers Need to Know
Date: 4/20/26 at 12pm EST
This free, healthcare provider-focused webinar will explore
the latest evidence on cannabis exposure during pregnancy

and lactation, helping providers counsel patients with clarity
and confidence.

We encourage you to register and share with your
professional networks:
https://momtobaby.org/420webinar2026



https://www.cdc.gov/nchhstp/whats-new/2026-sti-awareness-week.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xAFrfz2YTMaW0KSo9Mmgog#/registration
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/early-hearing-detection-and-intervention/early-hearing-detection-and-intervention-video-library/
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/early-hearing-detection-and-intervention/early-hearing-detection-and-intervention-video-library/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmomtobaby.org%2F420webinar2026&data=05%7C02%7Cjbautista%40aap.org%7Cf24ebaa93e064cd2c34708de94a87613%7C686a5effab4f4bad8f3a22a2632445b9%7C0%7C0%7C639111648496792435%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PrIj8%2FkoTQWrqNe7tFIn1b7Rxj5GmZdPBzmj57AvlyU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmmaap.mmsend.com%2Flink.cfm%3Fr%3DS3KXGT99MZVxJfc3rFMtTQ~~%26pe%3D33uOqmmRVhnB9LQwS21y70zMLOJV4io9WmpwtKulLlLqlwChuklBaVP9k6SS4ykJbQw3lY8L-Q-_b8hwOpIH2g~~%26t%3DHFRhB15eIxkodrgWcSc70g~~&data=05%7C02%7Cjbautista%40aap.org%7C8aef7d2dbd0b4fb7a8ba08de917517d2%7C686a5effab4f4bad8f3a22a2632445b9%7C0%7C0%7C639108129281340139%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=n7tV1%2F6WvotsGJaeR9qk9M1OWrE9W5QxYRYpfDirNyU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmmaap.mmsend.com%2Flink.cfm%3Fr%3DS3KXGT99MZVxJfc3rFMtTQ~~%26pe%3D47hf7GFmSDS8GLcgpHHaACHeuCsbUpbU1ue0TO_4Vc2-oRzGVVv6WXGCCUGVu79r9LLE3QkoBpXkUL6iYlhACQ~~%26t%3DHFRhB15eIxkodrgWcSc70g~~&data=05%7C02%7Cjbautista%40aap.org%7C8aef7d2dbd0b4fb7a8ba08de917517d2%7C686a5effab4f4bad8f3a22a2632445b9%7C0%7C0%7C639108129281359225%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u1esvVfNdt%2FCvxT9IirMsfTewHsbBLYsnAIg8BT%2BalA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cdc.gov/nchhstp/director-letters/bicillin-update.html
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https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/congenital-syphilis/
https://arkansasaap.org/congenital-syphilis/
https://azaap.org/id-training-center
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https://www.cdc.gov/nchhstp/whats-new/2026-sti-awareness-week.html
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/congenital-syphilis/congenital-syphilis-toolkit/
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/congenital-syphilis/congenital-syphilis-evaluation-and-treatment-guide/
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